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a nrolnent, flicked toward the light, T'he beacon seemed about to
facle before blossoming into a ball of brilliant orange flatne, sear-

ing light :lcross the wastelancls and burning into Tal's head. He

gasped, shutting his eyes for a moment, stead,ving"

I-lorv long had he gazed into the depths? 'l-oo long; the alarm
had lreen raised ancl his flight discovered. A cold, sharp pain
clawed at his chest, something he lrad not felt in some time. Fear.

"F{old," he rnnrrnured to himself, firing his gaze once again

r"rpon the angry waters. "Hold." It was very nearll, done, despite

!ris lapse in concentration.
"Yrru are running. Tal'kamar" I rvarned you against running."

'Ihe sound rumhled around the peak, a presence rather than a

VOICC.

Tirl's stomach twisted and he turned, searching firr his purstler,

"I knolv the truth," he said quietl,r,. He could see it now, at the

far end of the peak hut crarvling, toward him, A shadow. darker

than the rest, A being not quite there. His master.

The creature chuckled, a sickening sound, "You do not know
rvhat truth is anymore. He was one man, Tal'kamar. He lied;
you sairl it yourself. You slew hirn for his fatsehood. You took his

head ancl set it on a pike. You placed it irt the Door of Iladriel as

a renrinder, for all to see! Do ycltt not remember?" The shadow
stopped, rvatching Tal. Waiting,

Tal lresitated, staring for a long moment into the gloom.

"Yesr" he whispered hoarsel"v. His master's presence w'as oyer-
powering; for a moment Tal wanted onl.v to grovel before his lord,
['reg t]rat all be forgiven,

Then the momer"rt passecl, rrnd he sensed a feeling of anticipa-
tion from the shadow-ancl sonrething more, barely discernible.
Something he had never felt before trorn his master.

Nervousness.

He continued, growing more conlident with each rvord. "Yes,"
he repeated slorvly. "but I rvas mistaken. I lbllowed the path he

set me upon. I fbund proof." ['Ie parrsed. his voice stronger no\v.

"l went to Res Kartha" I askecl the Lyth." Stronger again. "I lvent
to the 

"Wells of N4or Aruil ,rnrl spoke with the Keeper" I found
Nethgalla at the Crossroads and tortured her until she told me

all she knerr'." Norv he shoutecl. the rag,e of so many years fin:llly

released, a mighty roar that seemed to echo actos:

Gol and beyond. "I went deep beneath the mountr
Ilin Tora itself. I found the Mirrors. I gazed into the

one tlring!" He stopped, panting, face twisted in g
"One truth above all others."

The shadorv crept closer, menacing now, the silr
its voice. "'S7hat did you find, Tal'kamar?" it hissed r

Tal drew a deep breath. "Yon are false." He said rt

ing deliantly at the dark mass. "Completely, utterly' i
He turned, gesturing downward toward th

bright-blue circle began to glorv just above the u,a

ever faster. \7hen he turned back the shadow was al

ing his vision, its breath a foul stench on the air.
filthy sound that contained only contempt.

"You cannot escape this place," it snaded. '

escape me."
For the first time in ye ars, Tal smiled,

"You are wrong. This time I go where Aarkein D
follow," he said softly.

He stepped backward, over the edge. Fell.

The shadorv slithered forward, watching as Tal p;

the Gate and beyond reach. The whirling ring of t
ered white for but a moment; then it was gone, leavi
its ever having existed.

The creature stared at where it had been, The
s'ere quieter now, as if appeased.

Suddenly it understood,
"T'he V/aters of Renewalr" it hissed.
Its screams filled the wor1d.
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Davian sighed, then adjusted iris lamp and began sifting through

the m-vriad books that were scattered haphazardly in front of him.

He'd read them all, of course, most several times, None had pro-

vided him with an1, answers-but eYen so he took a seat, selected a

tome at randotn, and tiredly began to thumb through it.

It was some time later that a sharp knock cut through the heavy

silence of the night.
Davian flinched, then brushed a stray strand of curly black hair

frorn his eyes and crossed to the door, opening it a sliver.

"V'irr," he said in vague surprise, swinging the door wide

enough to let his blond-haired friend's athletic frame through.

"'What are ,You doing here?"
'!(irr didn't move to enter, his usually cheerfr-rl expression

uneas\.) and Davian's stomach churned as he suddenly understood

rvhv the other bov had come.

Wirr gave a rueful nod when he sarv Davian's reaction. "They

found him, Dav. He's.downstairs. They're waiting for us."

Davian swallor,ved. "'fhey want to do it now?"

Wirr just nodded again,

Davian hesitated, but he knew that there rvas no point delaying.

He took a deep breath, then extinguished his lamp and trailed

after'!?irr down the spiral staircase.

He shivered in the cool night air as they exited the tower and

begarr crossing the dimly lit cobblestone courtyard. The school

was housed in an enormous Darecian-era castle, though the

original grandeur of the structure had been lost somewhat to the

various motley additions and repairs of the past two thousand

years, Davian had lived here all his life and knew every inch of
the grounds-from the servants' quarters near the kitchen, to the

squat keep where the Elders kept their rooms, to everv well-worn

step of the four distinctively hexagonal towers that iutted far into

the sky,

Tonight that farniliarity brought him little comfort. The high

outer walls loomed ominous[y in the darkness.

"Do you know how they caught him?" he asked.

"He used Essence to light his campfire"' 
-Wirr 

shook his head,

the motion barely visible against the dying torches on the wall.

"Probably wasn't much more than a trickle, btlt there were

Administrators on the roaci nearb,v' Their Flnders

"rra. 
, ." He shrugged. "They turned him over to Taie;

of hours ago, and Talean didn't want this drarvn out

than it had to be. For everyone's sake"'

"Won't make it ary easier to watch," muttered Da\'1'

s'ould blame You."
,,No.,, Davian shook his head firmlv. "I can handle

ri.ay, Leehim's the same age as her-she.knorvs him

,r,.'io. She shouldn't have to go through that'"

"Nofle of us should," murmured Wirr, but he

"Shut the door, boys," said the gray-haired man' I

rre probably thought was a reassuring smile at them'

cloak drawn tightly around his shoulders against

rodded to the boys in silent acknowledgment' 1c

Davian nodded back, even after three years still vagt

io see that the Administrator was taking no pleasure

ceedings. It was sometimes hard to remember that

Jidn't hate the Gifted, unlike so many of his counter

\ndarra"
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Last of all, secured to a chair in the center of the room, was

Leehim.
The boy was only one year behind Davian at 6fteen, but the

vulnerability of his position made him look much younger" Lee-

him's dark-brown hair hung limply over his eyes, and his head

was bowed and moticrnless. At first Davian thought he must be

unconsctous.
Then he noticed Leehim's hands. Even tied firmly behind his

back, they were tremhling.
'Ialean sighed as the door clicked shut. "It seems we're ready,

then," he said quietly. He exchanged glances r.vith Elder Olin,
then stepped in front of t,eehim so that the boy could see him.

Everyone silently turned their attention to Leehim; the boy's

gaze was now focused on'Ialean and though he was doing his

best to hide it, Davian could see the abject fear in his eyes.

The Administrator took a deep breath.

"Leehim Perethar. Three nights ago you left the school with-
or.rt a Shackle and unbcrund by the Fourth Tenet. Yru violated the

Treaty." I{e said the words forma[l,v, but there rvas compassion

in his tone. "As a result, before these witnesses here, you are to

be lawfully stripped of your ability to ttse Essence, After tonight
you will not be welcome amongst the Gifted in Andarra-here,
or anywhere else-without special dispensation from one of the

Tols. Do you understandl"
Leehim nodded, and for a split second Davian thought this

might go more easily than it usually did.
T'hen Leehim spoke, as everyone in his position did eventually'

"Please," he said, his gaze sweeping around the room, eyes

pleading. "Please, don't do this. Don't make me a Shadow. I made

a mistake. It won't happen again."
Elder Olin looked at him sadly as he stepped forward. a small

black disc in his hand. "lt's too late, lad."
Leehirn stared at him for a moment as if not comprehending,

then shook his head. "No. 'Wait. 
Just rvait," 'Ihe tears began to

trickle dolvn his cheeks, and he bucked helplessly at his restraints.

Davian looked away as he continued imploringly' "Please. Elder

Olin. I won't survive as a Shadow. Elder Seandra. Just wait. I-"

From the corner of his eye, Davian saw' Elder Olin r

and press the black disc against the skin on Leehim's n

He forced himself to turn back and lvatch as the bor

midsentence. On\' Leehim's eyes moved norvi er-erlthl

motion less. ParalYzed'

Elder Olin let go of the disc for a moment; it stuck

neck as if affixed with glue. The Elder straightened' i

over to Talean, who reluctantly nodded his confirmari

The Elder leaned down again, this time touching a :

to the disc.

"1'm sorry, Leehimr" he murmured, closing his er es

A nimbus of light coalesced around Elder Olin's h

momeflt the glow started inching along his extende c

draining into the disc.

Leehim's entire body began to shake'

It was just a little at first, barely noticeable, but th

became violent as his muscles started to spasm' TaLea

hrs hand on Leehim's shoulder, steadying the bor

didn't topple.
Elder Olin removed his finger from the disc after

seconds, but Leehim continued to convulse' Bile rose

throat as dark lines began to creep outward from L<

ugly black veins crawling across hls face and leachr

from his skin' A disfigurement that would be with Le

rest of his life.
Then the boy went limp, and it was over'

Talean made sure Leehim was breathing, then i

Olin untie him. "Poor lad probably won't even reme

caught," he said softly. He hesitated, then glanced t

Serndra, who was still staring hollowl,v at Leehir

[orm. "I'm sorry it came to this-I know you liked tl

he wakes up I'll give him some food and a few coins

him on his way."
Seandra was silent for a moment, then nodded'

-\dministrator," she said quietly. "I appreciate that"'

Davian looked up as Elder Olin finished what he r'

came to stand in front of the boYs.



6

's,(og arll Jo tuory ur puEls o] aluE)
pue Surop se^r eq trq-,!\ parlsruu ullo replg sE dn palooy uEr^eq

!('letll alElJeJdde 1,, dllernb prES eqs ,,'.rolerlsrutrupy
'no.{ 1ueq1,, 'peppou uaqt (lueurotu B JoJ luelrs se.t\ pJpuEaS

.,'de,u srq uo turq
puos I eJolag suroJ 

^.q 
E pue pooJ aruos turq aar8 1,1 dn sa>1er'r aq

ueq,4A. 'PEI erll po1l1 no,(,t\oul I-srq] ol aruE3 1r d.r.ros ru(L, 'ruJo}

padurnls s(rurqaal rr dyatogoq Surregs ]lrls selvt oq.l. 'u.rpuea5
replg rB ra,ro paourlS uaql (petelrsaq eH d1r1os pres eq ,,(tq8nEf,
Surua8 Jaqrueual uela ].uo,tt dlgeqord pEI Jood,, 'turq erlun uIO
raplE padloq uaqt 'SulqleeJq se^r ruqee'I elns appru uealel

'JeAo sB.4 1r pur 'druq 1ua.tt Loq aqt ueql
'aJII slq Jo ]ser

arll JoI rurqoel {}f.n og plno.ry\ }Erl} }ueuaJn8grlp V 'ur{s srq ruorl
Jolor aql Surqceal puE ale, snl ssoJJE 8ul1.tre.rc sure,r, ryu1g d13n

'seda s,uuqaaT ruoJJ pJE,ulno deo.rc ol ue8aq saurT {JEp sp lroJql
s.uBrAp(I ur asoJ elrg 'esp^uof, ol panurluoJ runlea-I lnq 'spuoJes
arotrr ,.rtal E relle rsrp eq} ruorl ra8uy sq pa^ouer urlo replg

.alddor t,uplp
rruql slq os riog eql SurdpEals 'raplnoqs s.turqael uo pueq srq

rnd dllua8 uEelEJ 'urseds ol peuels salf,snu srr{ sE luelor^ eruelJq
.(luappns ueqr lnq 'olgea:uou dlareq '1s.rg le ellrrl E 1sn[ sear 11

'alpqs o1 ue8aq ,{pog e;Bua s.rurrlaaT
'f,srp aql otrur Sururerp

pue ;a8ug papuatxe srg 3uo1u Surqour peuels z'ro13 eqr luauoui
e telle :puerl s,urlo Japlg punoru paf,seleor 1r{8rl ,o snguru V

'sada stq Sursoyr 'pa.rnrurnur sq ,,'turqaal 'f,rros ur,1,.

')srP aql ol
ra8uy a18urs e Surqonol aurt sql 'urB8e u.r\op peuEal replg orlf

'uorlurlJguoJ srrl poppou dlluelcnlar oqlt .uuop1 ol Je.\o

pelool uaql 'paualq8rerls raplg aq1 'an13 qtr.&{ pex5}E ,r sE Irai
s.urqaa'I ol {f,nls 1r llueruour E JoJ f,srp oqr;o oB lol urIO Jepia

' p az A1e rc 4, 
s s aluono i.j-

sEAr esla Burqll.rala fa,lou pa,roru se,(a s,rurqaa-I dluo 'a)ueluesprE
ur peddors dog eqr se rpte^\ puE {trEq uJn} ol lasturq porro, rH

'IJeu s(rurrlea-I uo ur>ls aql $ule8e lsrp IIBIq eql sse.rd pu:
ul\op q)EeJ urlo Japlg ,r\Es uErApC[ 6ala srq ]o JauJof, og] tuoJl

rl

..-J 'lre,!\ 1sn['elpueaS Japlf, .,uoper1S 
E sE J \i .,- :

JJPIA 'asEald,, llSurucildurl panutguol oq sr .ie.i,,= :: 'slururlser srq le.tlssaldlaq palrnq aq puE ,s..ia;u: > _

of uts:larl sJEer eqJ= (.'JrEA\ 1sn[ ,rre.16-.o1.. :p..- , _

'Surpuaqa.rdtuof, lou Jl sE tuaruoru E JoJ turij := l_-:

rrErrrs E,pre.rro1 p,,rdJ j;!;il::'jiJ,,='
..'uluBu uJdJ.r._ :

ePEur J "A\opEr[S E Jru rIErI] ].uo([ .srqt op 1..u,:.t ,:!::
saia'uroo-r aqt pulloJe Burdoam.s aze8'sru.:.:i :_
'dr]Bnlua,ra prp uollrsod srq ur auoira.\r sp ._:r :: _ _

srqr rq8noqr

.ptp ,{11ensn tr upilt .. : : _ : _

uEr^EC puoJos 11ds r Jo1 pu: ,:_ .

....pUr::-;_ _.
eql Jo Juo tuory uolltssuadsrp lutcads lflolill r,._:; : :
'elaq-EJJEPUV ur Pelrll; aql ls8uoruE rLLL):-: ! -, -
1{3ruo] JJIjV 'aruassq asu or dllJlqE;no-i jo rr-_ --: ol are no.{ sJleq sassrutr,,\A asaql aro+aq .lli:s__- 

= :. _

uolsseduroc sB,r\ rJJr.ll lng .i11uruto1 splor\ ;_: : :. :
rrlt palEJor^ nol .leur-f rllJltoJ oql iq punoqu: : _.: :
"qlr.r\ [oor{]s ot1t Url no:( o8e srq8ru aarq.l j:,-:-:

_ 
sa.{o srq ur r,ar,,1il',Jlr11',J, i,],?,1';:':=-_ , :

srq Surop su.,r\ a{ rJ8noqr pue uErJEl uu p.r,,.. - .
s,,(oq ag) lLulqeal ol uorlrrrlle JrrLIt pJurnl i :-.: . _

'rurrl eas p1nor,{oc1 aqr irql os rurqJrl lo tuc._: _ r:
'u119 .rap1J qlr.tr sa:uu18 pea-ueqcxa .11 :.i,,r,.. . ..
'dpea.t a.r,a,u srures JL! .lnqs pelJrJ) roop Jr.it s? -:,:
s,l purq;q ipu.rg parr ua^E ,spu'rr ,,*ilj:T;::: ,

rcl lsnut aq rq8noqr uEr^ECI lsrU tV .ssaJuonoijj 
l-: : pEJq srq pne,sa.{a slr"l Ja^o,(1drur1 Bunq:ruq u,!\i:.-, -ea1 'ra8unoi qrnru Tool turrl Jppu uoltrs6d sru - .-

aql tng ,uaatlg lE LrEI^BCI pulLlaq rer,i ruo .iiuu .:,.

sB.u'ulooJ ayJ Jo JatuoJ aql ur Jreqr E ol perrlr:! .,..



"Are you all right?" he asked, the question clearly aimed at

Davian more than !7irr.
Davian swallowed, emotions churning, but nodded. "Yes," he

lied.
The Elder gave his shoulder a reassuring squeeze, "Thank you

for being here tonight. I know it can't have been easy." He nodded

to the door. "Nolv, Both of you should go and get some rest."

Davian and lVirr inclined their heads in assent, giving Lee-

him's limp {orm one last glance before exiting the Administrator's

office.
lWirr rubbed his forehead tiredly as they walked. "'W'ant some

company for a ferv minutes? There's no chance I'm going straight

to sleep after that."
Davian nodded. "You and me both,"
They made their way back to the North Tower in thoughtful,

troubled silence.

dk,
Once back in Davian's room both boys sat, neither speaking for a

time.
Finally lWirr stirred, expression sympathetic as he looked

across at his friend. "Are you really all right?"
Davian hesitated for a moment, still trying to sort through the

maelstrom of emotions he'd been struggling with for the past sev-

eral minutes. Eventually he just shrugged.

"At least I know what I have to look forward to," he said wryly,
doing his best not to let his voice shake.

\(irt grimaced, then gave him ahard look. "Don't say that,
Dav. There's still time."

"Still time?" Normally Davian would have forced a smile and

taken the encouragement, but tonight it rang too false for him to
let it go. "The Festival of Ravens is in three weeks, 

'Wirr. 
Three

weeks until the Trials,'and if I can't use Essence before then, I
end up the same way as Leehim. A Shadow." He shook his head,

despair thick in his voice. "It's been three years since I got the

El-cursed Mark, and I haven't been able to clo so much as touch
Essence since then. I'm not sure there's even anything left for me

to tfy,"

"That doesn't mean you should just give up," obserr

Davian hesitated, then looked at his friend in frustr;

rou honestly tell me that you think I'm going to pass tf
'W'irr stiffened' "Dav, that's hardly fair'"
"Then you don't think I will?" pressed Davian'

!7irr scowled. "Fine'" He composed himseif' leani

and looking Davian in the eye. "I think you're goine

Trials,"
His tone was full of conviction, but it didn't stop t

seeing the dark, smoke-like tendrils escaping'!(irr's m

"Told you," Davian said quietlY.
'$7irr glared at him, then sighed' "Fates, I hate th'

.'oo., ,o-.times," he said, shaking his head' "Look-
ihere's a chance. And while there's a chance, you'd bt

:o try eyerything you can. You know that'"
'W'irr wasn't lying this time, and Davian felt a sra'

raving put his friend in such an awkward position' H'

:orehead, exhaling heavilY'

"Sorry. You're right, That wasn't fair," he admirt'

Jeep breath and forcing his swirling emotions to st

'l know you're only trying to help' And I'm not g1\ i

ust running out of ideas. I've read every book on t

l'e have, tried everv mental technique' The Elders a1i

:emic understanding is flawless' I don't knorv what er
.Wirr 

inclined his head. "Nothing to be sorrl foi

:rink of something'"
There was silence for a few moments, and Dati=

'l know we've talked about this before ' ' ' but mavbe

rne of the Elders what I can see when someone's 1r'tn'

:elp." He swallowed, unable to look lVirr in the t

'..ir. *rong about how they would react' N1ar-bt

.cmething we don't' It ls different from being able rc

rne. you knolv."
$7irr considered the statement for a few seconds

:rs head. "It's not different enough. Not to the Eld

:ainly not to Administration if they ever found out'"

:-rs friend sympathetically. "Fates know I don't rval

,-ecome a Shadow, Dav, but that's nothing comp:
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would happen if anyone heard even a whisper of what you can do.

If it even crosses their minds that you can Read someone, they'll
call you an Augur-and the Treaty's pretty clear on rvhat hap-
pens next. The Elders rnay love you, but in that scenario, they'd

still turn you in to Administration in a heartbeat,"
Davian scowled, but eventually nodded. They'd had this con-

versation many times, and it always ended the same way. 'Wirr

was right, and they both knew it.
"Back to studying, then, I suppose," said Davian, glancing over

at the jumble of books on his desk.

Wirr frorvned as he followed Davian's gaze. "Did it ever occur

to you that you're just pushing yourself too hard, Dav? I know
you're worried, but erhaustion isn't going to help."

"I need to make use of what time I have," Davian observed, his

tone dry.

"But if you ever want to use Essence, you need to sleep more

than an hour or two each night, too. It's no wonder you can't do

so much as light a candle ; you're probably draining your Reserve
just by staying alvake for so long."

Davian gestured tiredly, He'd heard this theory from plenty of
concerned people over the past few weeks, but it was the first time
Wirr had brought it up. The trouble was, he knew it was true-
when a Gifted pushed their body past its limits they instinctively
drerv Essence from their Reserve, using it to fuel their body in
place of sleep. And if he was draining his Reserve to stay awake,

his efforts to access the Essence contained within were doomed to
failure.

Still, three years of keeping sensible hours had done nothing to
solve his problem. '\Thatever prevented him from using the Grft, it
ran deeper than a lack of sleep.

Wirr watched him for a few moments, then sighed, getting
slolvly to his feet. "Anyway-regardless of whether you plan to
sleep, I certainly do. Elder Caen expects me to be able to identify
the major motivations of at least half the Assembly, and I have a

session with her tomorrow." He glanced out the lvindow. "ln a

few hours, actually."
"You don't sleep during those extra lessons on politics? I just

assumed that was why you took them." Davian summoned

a wear,Y smile to show he lvas joking' "You're rtgc'

Thanks for the company' Wirr' i'ii see you at lunch"'

Davian waited until Wirr had left, then reluctantir. i

ihe title of the next book he had laid aside for stud''''

,tf Draut and Regenerdtion, He'd read it a feu' u'eeks t

navbe he'd missed something' There had to be sorrtg

;ouldn't access Essence, something he hadn't understo{

The Etders thought it rvas a block, that he n'as subc

:esisting his power because of his {irst experience u'iti:

..'d r.J.i".J his scar. Davian rvas doubtful, thougir

rad long since faded' And he knew that if he reallr s a'

:rat fac"t in itself could well be causing the issue " ' hi

:ron on Andarra's former leaders was so hard to find'

e point even thinking about the poss

ps it was simply technique' Perhar'

nature of the Gift, he could strll gar

rsight to overcome the Problem
i.spite his resolve, now that he was alone again r'

-*'ords on the cover blurring in frortt of him, and hrs

- PerhaPs lWirr rvas rigl'

-: to helP'

aned over, and extir-i

.::11p,

Lje settled into his bed, staring up into the darkne'

':-ll churnecl. Despite his tiredness, despite the late i

irme time before he slePt.
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"Apparently you did. Quite a btt," said Asha, with a brief,
meaningful glance toward the rvindow. Then, after a careful

examination of the halhvay to make sure they u,ere truly alone,

she lowered her voice, "Mistress Alita's been keeping me on the

run this morning, but I came as soon as I had an excuse." FIer

smile faded, "I heard about Leehim."
The memory of the previous night came crashing back into

Davian; it must have shown in his expression because Asha

stepped forward, eyes sudclenl,v soft with svmpathy and concern.

"Are you ali right?"
"f am"" lt was a lie; he actually felt a renewed flood of fear as

he remembered Leehim's convulsing form, the black veins crawl-

ing their way across the other boy's face. Still, he wasn't about to
admit any of that to Asha. "It was nothing I hadn't seen before. It
just. . . reminded me how close the Trials are, I suppose."

Asha grimaced at that but nodded, saying nothing.
Davian's chest tightened a little as he watched her. As the last

few months had flown by, he'd faced plenty of fears about becom-

ing a Shadow. It had been only recently, though, that he'd real-

ized that never being able to see Asha again was far and away the

worst of them, That their friendship of the past couple of years

had developed into something more, at least for him.
But he couldn't say anything, Not now. It wou[d only make the

next few weeks harder on both of them, regardless of whether

Asha felt the same r,vay.

There rvas silence for a few momentsi Davian glanced at the

angle of the sun, which was high euough nou'that it barely came

through his east-facing window. "I'll tell you the full story later,"

he promised, suddenly remembering that he had other: responsi-

bilities. He forced a smile as he spoke, trving to sound cheerful.
"I'm supposed to be getting supplies from Caladel today."

"You were supposed to be getting supplies from Caladel two
or three hours ago," corrected Asha" "Actuall,v-l don't want to
make your day any worse, but that's wh,v l'm here. .N{istress Ali-
ta's reatized that you haven't been bv to get the list of things she

needs bought."
Davian groaned, "!7hat did she sa,v?" Mistress Alita took stu-

dents' shirking of their responsibilities more seriously than any

of the Elders. Vorse, since she'd all but raised Davtar

of hrs avoiding his tasks was considered by the head c<

personal affront.
Asha shrugged' "You know-the usual' Someti

rou, boiling water, and that large knife she keeps i

the bench, It was too detailed to remember all oi ii'

him a rueful smile. "I'm sure she'll be h'ppy to repeal

rhough."
"Wonderful." Davian paused' "I don't suppose \t

omit. , . that I overslept, when you speak to her? "

"She's going to ask."

"Lie." Davian raised an eyebrow' "I meant lie'"

Asha gave him a look of mock surprise' "You of all

Davian sighed, repressing a smile' o'I'd owe you one'

"Another one," Asha corrected him'

Davian narrowed his eyes, but this time couldn't he

''Thanks, Ash'"
Once Asha had vanished down the stairs he shr

again, his mood improved. As little as he was lookinE

,longue-lashing from Mistress Alita-and as hear ilr
o.u of last night was beginning to weigh on him aga

lp to a visit from Asha was far from a bad start to the

He stood in front of the mirror, taking a felv mir

:ire sleep from his eyes, straighten his clothes, and I

ners through his hair until it sat in a vaguely respe

ih. Eldr.t insisted upon anyone going outside the i

appearing presentable. He was already late, so there I

rrorr.ning his tecture by rushing off and looking dis

:he bargain.
Finaly satisfied with his appearance, Davian hurri

spiral staircase of the North Tower and into the inn

oj- the castle. A group of younger students were gath

Elder Jarras at the far wall, some of them giggling

*,'r, t.iling them. Davian watched as the thick-beardi

a deliberately overdramatic sweeping gesture lvith

Gifted's cloak, his eyes rvidening comically, sending

:nto more peals of laughter. Davian smiled' Everyone

He moved on, hurrying through a narrow breezerv;

l7
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